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Heroes of Eastern Christianity
by Danny Adamczuk and Andrea Brillbeck
We are all called to serve God and our neighbor. God works through the different talents given to each of us to fulfill a unique, unrepeatable role in the Church’s mission of spreading the Gospel. Read some highlights from the lives of Eastern Christian saints and holy men and women.

We pray that the Holy Spirit inspires you to learn more!

	Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky –  Shepherd and Teacher 

Andrew was born in 1865 in the Austrian Empire.  He obeyed his father and joined the army even though he felt a call to become a monk. He became ill and had to leave the army.  Eventually he entered the monastery and was ordained a priest. Andrew was chosen to be a bishop and the following year the Metropolitan, which made him the head of the Byzantine Catholic Church in Ukraine.  He was arrested by the Soviet and Polish authorities several times on false charges because of his efforts to protect the Ukrainian people from harassment.  Metropolitan Sheptytsky worked hard to build up the Church in Ukraine, establishing many convents and monasteries. He was also a strong leader in building ties between the Eastern and Western churches.

	St. Charbel – Gift of Healing

St. Sharbel was born in 1828 in Lebanon.  At age 23 he became a priest. In 1876 he became a hermit to  become closer to God. He slept on a straw mat and used a log for a pillow.  His body has remained warm and soft ever since his death in 1898.  Hundreds of people have been healed of illnesses by praying to St. Charbel at his tomb.  For example:  a woman who couldn’t walk on her own was healed and a soldier who went to the tomb had his crushed leg working again and it did not have to be amputated.  Healings are still happening at St. Sharbel’s tomb!

	Catherine Doherty – Sharer of Wisdom

Catherine Doherty helped people learn about Jesus Christ.  She founded Madonna House in Canada where people went for her wise spiritual guidance.  She once told a young man who came to the house but didn’t know why that he was there to learn about Jesus Christ – even though he declared that he was a Satan–worshipper!  The boy left a changed person after staying 10 days .  “Do little things well for the love of God,” she told people. “Every task, routine or not, is of redeeming, supernatural value because we are united to Christ.”

	St. Samson the Hospitable –Help to Others

St. Samson was a physician who served the poor of Constantinople in the 5th century. He even opened his own home to them if they needed food and lodging – that’s why people started calling him “the hospitable.” Samson was also respected by the rich and powerful.  When the Byzantine Emperor got sick, Samson was the only doctor who could make him well. When the emperor offered him a reward, Samson asked for a clinic for the poor instead.  Because of the emperor’s support, this clinic was the largest in the Empire and offered free services to the people of Constantinople for 600 years! 
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You can be a hero too!!
Serving our Neighbors:  Several Sundays ago, the children along with their parents and teachers constructed gift bags for the shut-ins of our parish. The older children teamed up with the smaller children to assemble key chains and color bookmarks.

Father John will deliver 48 gift bags!


Pop Quiz!

Can you guess which part of the Divine Liturgy reminds us of Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on Willow (Palm) Sunday?  Circle your answer.
	· [image: image3.emf]

Litany of Peace
	· The Great Entrance

	· The Little Entrance
	· Litany of Offering

	· Fervent Litany
	· Litany of Thanksgiving   


Look for the answer  on the Sunday School Bulletin Board in the church basement.
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Help! What’s a litany?

A litany is a prayerful petition.
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Okay…what’s a petition?

A petition is a respectful or humble request.

The priest (or deacon) recites different litanies throughout the Divine Liturgy and the people respond by saying “Lord, have mercy” or “Grant this, O Lord.”
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Kids on Confession

Thanks to Danny Adamczuk, Andrea Brillbeck, Miranda Nix, Andy Siviy, and Katerina Szylo.
· “You should go to Confession because it will let you clean your soul of all the bad things you have done.”
· “It was dark and scary.”
· “Confession is a good way to redeem yourself after you do something wrong.”
· “If you are feeling guilty, you should go to Confession.”

· “What helps you remember your sins is that there is nothing to distract you in the room.”

· “After Confession you feel good.”
· “You have to go to Confession once a year.” 
· “Confession can help anyone that has sinned.” 
· It’ such a great feeling, you will just be a REALLY happy person.”

· “So, will you go to Confession?”
Jesus waits to meet us in this 
Holy Mystery of His merciful love!

Gospel Study
John 12:1-18

Decode the answers by finding the letters in the chart.
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Six days before  ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____

                                        ((    ((     ((     ((     ((     ((      ((    ((
Jesus came to ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____,
                                            ((    ((     ((     ((     ((    ((     ((  
where  ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____  was,
                                 ((    ((     ((      ((    ((      ((     ((
whom Jesus had ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   ____   
                                                   ((     ((     ((     ((     ((    ((
from the ____   ____   ____   ____ .

                                                       ((    ((     ((    ((

Mary was the sister of Lazarus.  Place each word in the proper order to complete the Gospel verse.

	aromatic
	house
	Jesus

	hair
	feet
	liter

	fragrance
	oil
	dried


Mary took a  ______ of costly perfumed _____ made from genuine __________ nard and anointed the _______ of _______  and ________ them with her ________; the __________ was filled with the ________________ of the oil.

Anointing the Messiah

Judas Iscariot complained that Mary’s oil should have been sold and the money given to the poor.  For each word listed, find and circle the word in the grid. Words may be found in any direction.  Put the words in the correct blanks to find out how Jesus replied to Judas.

	KEEP
	DAY
	Z
	G
	E
	V
	D
	L
	K
	W
	O
	D

	POOR
	ALWAYS
	P
	A
	W
	U
	C
	E
	T
	H
	G
	M

	ME
	BURIAL
	S
	T
	O
	J
	C
	A
	L
	O
	N
	E

	HAVE
	LEAVE
	E
	Y
	M
	H
	A
	V
	E
	V
	T
	J

	ALONE
	YOU
	O
	A
	A
	K
	K
	E
	E
	P
	I
	U

	
	
	Q
	D
	B
	W
	B
	N
	L
	O
	P
	W

	
	
	J
	A
	Y
	Z
	L
	U
	T
	O
	M
	G

	
	
	F
	K
	M
	R
	L
	A
	I
	R
	U
	B


"_________ her ________. Let her _____  this for the _____  of my ________. You ___________ have the _______ with you, but ______ do not always ________   _____."


Blessed Is He Who Comes in the Name of the Lord!

“(The) large crowd of the Jews found out that he was there and came, not only because of Jesus, but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.”
How did the crowd in Jerusalem greet Jesus?
Color every space where you find a O or .
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A few days later the same people who hailed Jesus on his entry into Jerusalem, would call out for his crucifixion.
Having suffered greatly for us,

O Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God,
have mercy on us!

Holy Week 2007 is about to start. Great Lent was a special time to become closer to God. We fasted because we wanted to make room in our lives for God.  We prayed more to develop a closer friendship with Him. And we gave to the poor.
Keep those good spiritual habits going strong all year long!


Mystery Match

Pray the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary during Holy Week.  Think about the great love Jesus has for each one of us – a love so great he willingly suffered and died to save us from sin and death. Ask the Holy Theotokos to pray with you so that with each “Hail Mary” Jesus may find rest and comfort in your heart.

Match each scripture passage to the sorrowful mystery it describe.

	(
	Agony in the Garden
	A
	 Continually striking Jesus no the head with a reed and spitting at Him, they genuflected before Him and pretended to pay Him homage.  (Mk. 15: 19)

	(
	Scourging at the Pillar
	B
	Jesus turned to them and said:  Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me.  Weep for yourselves and for your children.  (Lk. 23: 28)

	(
	Crowning with Thorns
	C
	In His anguish, He prayed more earnestly.  An angel appeared to Him, coming from Heaven to give Him strength.  (Lk. 22: 44,43)

	(
	Carrying of the Cross
	D
	Then toward midafternoon, Jesus cried out in a loud tone, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?  (Mt. 27: 46)

	(
	The Crucifixion
	E
	Pilate's next move was to take Jesus and have Him scourged.  (Jn. 19:1)


From the Akathist Hymn to the Theotokos:
Rejoice, you through whom transgression is annulled. Rejoice, you through whom Paradise is open.  Rejoice, Key of the Kingdom of Christ. Rejoice, Hope of eternal blessings. 
































(	How to Make a Good Confession


Examine your conscience with the help of the Holy Spirit.


Go into the confessional and kneel.


Make the sign of the cross and say: “Bless me, Father, for I have sinned.”


Say: “It has been one week, or one month, or a long time since my last confession.”


Confess your sins.


Listen to what the priest tells you.


Say an act of contrition loud enough for the priest to hear you:


God be merciful to me a sinner.


God cleanse me of my sins and have mercy on me.


I have sinned without number, forgive me O Lord.


Perform the penance the priest gives you.




















Prayer of St. Ephrem


O Lord and Master of my life, take away from me the will to be lazy and to be sad; the desire to get ahead of other people and to boast and brag.


Give me instead, a pure and humble spirit, the will to be patient with other people, and to love them.


Help me to realize my own mistakes, and keep me from judging the things other people do.


For You are blessed now and forever. Amen.





From the Litany of Peace:


Priest:  For this holy church and for all who enter it with faith, reverence, and fear of God, let us pray to the Lord.











People:  Lord, have mercy!











